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It is considered that the subject application be rejected under the 
following reasons. A response to the Office Action may be filed within the 
term of 60 days from the mailing date of the Action. 



Reasons 



It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art to 
which the invention pertains, to make obviously an invention claimed in the 
following claims, prior to the filing of the patent application, on the basis of an 
invention or inventions disclosed in the following references distributed in 
Japan or elsewhere prior to the filing of the patent application. A patent shall 
not be granted for such an invention under Section 29 (2) of Japanese Patent 
Law. 



Remarks (concerning the references, see a list of the references) 



(1) With respect to Claims 1 to 7 
References 1 and 2 are cited. 



It is considered that an oil repellent layer 11a in Reference 1 
corresponds to the second filter layer claimed in Claim 1 of the present 
application. Provision of independent layers is considered as a normal 
measure in the field of art, as described in the example in column 4 of Reference 
2. 



Reference 2 describes formation of a sort of density gradient between a 
water repellent-impregnating layer and an oil-impregnating layer. 
Accordingly, making the first filter layer denser is considered as a matter of 
design, which would be selected by a person having ordinary skill in the art. 

List of the references 

1. Japanese Patent Laid-Open Application No. 2000-70635 

2. Japanese Utility Model Publication No. S63-14886 

Record of the results of the Search Report 

• Field in which the search has been conducted: IPC (7th edition) 

B01D46/52, 39/14, 39/00 
F02M35/024 

• Prior art documents 

Japanese Utility Model Laid-Open Application No. H6-60413 
Japanese Utility Model Laid-Open Application No. H4-26006 

The record of the results of the Search Report does not constitute any 
rejection. 

Any inquiry of the Office Action should be directed to the following 
Examiner: 

Third Examination Division Environmental Chemistry (Separation Treatment) 
Examiner Mitsugu MATSUMOTO 
Tel. 03-3581-1101 (Extension: 6417) 
Fax. 03-3580-8122 
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(57) Abstract: An air filter capable of efficiently arresting carbon particles from dust 
in the air while maintaining a long service life and suppressing a cost, comprising a first 
filter layer ( 1 1) soaked with oil and a second filter layer (12) disposed on the downstream 
side of the first filter layer (1 1) and forming an oil-repellent layer having an oil repellent 
property, wherein the filter material of the first filter layer (11) is formed denser than 
that of the second filter layer (12). 
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